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These and a complication of other facts were the
causes of the mutual slaughter of the massacres. Foreign
interference was the venom that drove the Christians
to obstinate resistance and the Turks to kill. In 1878
the Treaty of Berlin decided to protect the Armenians,
and was the direct cause of their massacre in 1896. To
the Turks their Christian subjects now threatened their
state and their religion and had become traitors. They
developed the hatred that, in very similar circumstances,
drove the English of the Middle Ages to persecute the
Jews. They feared the secret political organizations
with their foreign links. The Christians threatened their
existence at every point. The Turk for one reason and
another had become sterile. Their women, though
broad-hipped, produced few children and those born
died young. On the other hand the Christians multi-
plied like flies in a valley of offal.
Economically the Turks were being crushed out.
The Christians were the workers and the hoarders,
while the Turks were soldiers and spenders. In England
we deal with economic problems of wealth distribution
by super-tax and such like legal methods. The Turks
endeavoured to deal with theirs by murdering the col-
lectors of wealth and so taking back by force what had
been won from them by work and brains. As an expert
once said: " A good Government must always be on
the side of the craftiest and cunningest, even the worst
section of the population. If the Turk is given * good
government' he must come to an end ; for if he cannot
murder the Greek and the Armenian, they will out-
breed him and buy him up."